
Pack’s Biblical Context Timeline
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Adam

Noah

Abraham

Isaac

Jacob

God explains penalty of sin (Gen 3:16-

19) but offers “covering” of his sin 

through making clothes from animal 

skins; the first sign of sacrifice. (Gen 3:21)

God promises to never 

destroy creation due to the 

sin of man again. (Gen 8:22)

Creation placed under Noah’s authority; 

God says, “go forth and multiply”; God signs 

covenant with a rainbow. (Gen 9:1-17)

Joseph

God promises to make 

Abraham the father of a great 

nation. (Gen 15)

Covenant with Abraham 

affirmed through Isaac. 

(Gen 22)

Disputed timelines by Biblical scholars (roughly 4200 BC – 2000 BC)
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~4,200 BC

~4,200 BC

Jacob Comes to 

Egypt (Gen 47)
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Isaiah
Jeremiah

Ezekiel

Daniel

Hosea

Joel

Amos

Obadiah

Jonah

Micah

Other Minor Prophets: Nahum,
Zephaniah, Habakkuk, Haggai, and
Zechariah are other minor profits
active during this time with lesser-
known birth/death years.

Malachi

Elijah
Elisha Jesus Christ

James

John

Simon

Exact dates for many 
disciples not known

Lack of Data: Many exact dates are not certain and
generally the older the date, the less certain archeological
or documented evidence is of when the individual was born
or died. Dates provided are based on historical data, known
birth/death/lifespan data, and dates based on tradition. Augustine

(Early Theologian)

Anthanasius
(Early Theologian)

Constantine
(First Christian Roman Emperor)
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Mankind living for their own desires
Noahic Covenant

(establish laws; prohibit blasphemy, idolatry, adultery, 
bloodshed, theft, and eating the blood of living animals)

Abrahamic Covenant
(promised land, promised descendants, promise of blessing and redemption)

God delivers the 10 Commandments 

and gives other instructions found in 

the Pentateuch. (Exo 20)

Mosaic Covenant
(submit to requirements to be a 
treasured possession, kingdom 

of priests, and holy nation)

Davidic Covenant
(through David’s royal line a blessing for all people will come)

Martin Luther
(Reformer)

John Calvin
(Theologian)

Jacobus Arminius
(Theologian)

C. S. Lewis
(Christian Author)

The New Covenant
(restoration with God is achieved through the eternal sacrifice of Christ; Christ will come again to complete the restoration)

God affirms his desire to 

make his nation a sanctified 

people. (Exo 19)

Instructions given for a tabernacle 

and offerings. (Exo 25-27)

The covenant is manifested in the 

Ark of the Covenant. (Exo 37)

Covenant affirmed to 

Isaac. (Gen. 26)

Jacob is named 

“Israel”. (Gen. 32)

Ordinances for 

obedience. (Deu 4)

Judah
(Kingdom)

Israel
(Kingdom)

Destroyed by 
Assyria

Destroyed by 
Assyria

Ezra

Nehemiah

Israel
(Kingdom)

Destroyed by 
Rome

Esther

Israel
(Democracy)

The Land of Canaan
(Territorial Land of Noah’s Sons)

Land Holdings
(Abraham’s Estate)

Bondage in Egypt BabylonIsrael
(Theocracy - Judges)
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This timeline has been put together based on numerous sources and Biblical research for the purpose of helping approximate when specific events and significant Biblical individuals lived.  To assist in understanding when these events occurred, this timelines also includes key real-world events and New 
Testament church milestones.  Among our key resources, a special thanks is owed to Chabad.org for Old Testament and Judaic context, BibleWorldHistory.com for many of the early Biblical life events, and OliveTree.com for a breakdown of the major distinctions between scriptural covenants.

Hebrews consecrate 

themselves at the Jordan 

River. (Jos 3)

David makes a house for the Ark; 

God promises a royal lineage for 

David. (2 Sam 7)

Jeremiah prophecies about a New 

Covenant; foreshadowing Christ. (Jer 31)

Isaiah makes series of prophecies 

generally agreed to refer to Christ; 

includes mention of non-Jews. (Isa 56)

Ezekiel prophecies about radical 

transformation of Israel. (Eze 36)

Theology: Christ is the fulfillment of the covenants made first to Abraham (3:16) and
then David (Matt 1). He was the fulfillment of the law established in the covenants of
Noah and Moses (Matt 5). In this way, a clear line can be drawn beginning at God’s first
covenants with his creation and perfected through the life of Christ.

This is referred to as covenant theology.

God gives his prophecies of the 

end of the current covenant 

period to John. (Rev)

At date unknown to all, Christ will come 

again to restore creation, issuing in a new 

and enduring covenant era. (Rev 21)

First documented 

Baptist church.

Charles Spurgeon
(Preacher)

John Edwards
(Evangelist)

John Wesley
(Theologian)

Billy Graham
(Evangelist)

First documented 

Methodist church.

Formation of the 

Church of England.

Martin Luther nails 95 These on 

church door questioning Roman 

Catholic practices.

Pope Sylvester I lists Sunday as 

the day for worship for church 

members.

Observation of 

the Nativity set 

for Dec 25.

Rome
(Empire)

Last Western Roman 
Emperor Deposed

Rome
(Kingdom)

Bulk of New 

Testament written. 

(80 AD – 95 AD)

First reference to a 

Catholic Church.

Council of Jerusalem says 

Gentiles do not have to 

convert to Judaism to be 

Christian.

Position of “Pope” become 

exclusive to high ranking

church officials and vote of 

layman is taken away.

Roman Catholic (west) and 

Orthodox Churches (east) 

split in what is called the 

Great Schism.First mention of something 

close to a “seminary” from 

the Second Council of 

Toledo.

Rome
(Republic)

Caesar August 
Named Emperor

Last King 
Deposed

Byzantine/Eastern Roman Empire
(Empire)

Fall of 
Constantinople

Holy Roman Empire
(Confederation of Territories)

Dissolved 
Internally

Egypt
(Ptolemaic Dynasty)

Annexed by 
Rome

Egypt
(Unified Kingdom)

Conquests of 

Alexander the Great

Trojan War

First Chinese Dynasty

Assyrian Kings
(Unified Kingdoms)

Conquered by Medians 
and Neo-Babylonians

Persia
(Kingdom)

Conquered by Medians 
and Neo-Babylonians

Conquered 
by Macedon 
(Alexander)

Pyramids of Giza Built

Myceneans Arrive In Greece 

(Begins period known as the 

Heroic Period resulting in 

many of Homer’s stories).

First Mathematics 

Systems Developed in 

Babylon.

Philistines Established

Carthage Established

Democracy 

Begins in Athens

Great Wall of

China Built

Maccabean Revolt 

(Basis of Chanukah)  

Jerusalem Destroyed 

By Rome

Hadrian’s Wall Built

Victories of King 

Arthur over the 

Saxons

Muhammad 

Establishes Islam

Chinese Invent 

Gunpowder

Charlemagne 

Named Emperor 

of the West

Algebra 

Invented

Signing of the 

Magna Carta

First Use of 

Gunpowder In Warfare

Adventures of 

Marco Polo Start

Black Death

Printing Press 

Invented

Di Vinci Paints

The Last Supper

American 

Revolution

WWI & WWII

Cuneiform Writing 

Invented

First Production of 

Papyrus

Mayan Culture Begins

Last Mammoths Die

Stonehenge
Cypro-Minoan 

(Linear A) Writing 

Developed

First Pottery Appears Sumer Civilization 

Established in 

Mesopotamia

The life of Enoch whose 

scriptural texts are cited in 

many Old and New 

Testament sources.

Noah’s Ark Jacob is named Israel 

establishing the basis for 

the nation of Israel 

composed of 12 tribes 

(named from his sons).Tower of Babel

Life of Job.

Accounting for Time in the Bible: The Bible is written as a
narrative of relationship between man and God, not as a
historical reference book. Many religious experts generally
consider days prior to Abraham highly questionable and up to
some degree of interpretation. For example, all of Genesis 1 is
written in the style of poem meaning that many physical
elements of this story could be metaphorical.

Hebrews wander in the 

desert before entering the 

Promised Land.

Hebrews wander in the 

desert before entering the 

Promised Land.

Book of Malachi 

Completed; No Further 

Scripture Until New 

Testament.

Temple rebuilt by Ezra and 

Jerusalem restored by Nehemiah.

Esther rules over Jews who 

remain in Babylon.

Jews Exiled.

Jonah delivers 

messages to Nineveh.

Building of the Temple 

in Jerusalem.


